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Knowledge  is  Power 


DIVISIONS  OF  BUSINESS  ADMINISTRA¬ 
TION  AND  PUBLIC  AFFAIRS 

Professor  James  V*  Bowen  in  Charge 

OLLEGIATE  TRAINING  has  been  provided 
by  the  State  for  all  classes  of  the  citizens  of 
Mississippi  except  one.  The  business  man  has 
been  left  to  learn  by  bitter  experience  or  in  a 
too-short  “business  course”  which  teaches  little 
more  than  bookkeeping  and  business  arithmetic. 
This  need  no  longer  be  the  case.  Merely  by  a 
readjustment  of  the  teaching  resources  of  the  College,  it  has 
been  made  possible  for  us  to  offer  to  the  business  men  of 
Mississippi  an  opportunity  to  get  instruction  of  collegiate 
grade  in  their  chosen  profession. 

The  farmer,  too,  is  seeing  more  than  ever  the  necessity 
of  learning  business  principles.  He  is  beginning  to  realize 
that  he  must  learn  to  market  his  own  products, — and  to  do 
so  he  needs  men  thoroughly  trained  to  look  after  the  busi¬ 
ness  details  of  the  work.  This  course  provides  such  men, 
trained  in  an  atmosphere  of  friendliness  to  the  farmer,  and 
amid  the  busy  and  practical  life  of  the  South’s  greatest 
agricultural  school. 

The  course  will  also  fit  men  to  teach  high-school 
business  courses,  and  thereby  put  themselves  in  line  for 
promotion  to  principalships,  or  for  positions  of  responsi¬ 
bility  in  business  life. 

The  Mississippi  A.  &  M.  College  is  among  the  first  in 
the  United  States  to  establish  a  course  fitted  to  the  needs 
of  the  country  and  town  merchant.  Some  other  colleges 
have  courses  of  somewhat  similar  nature,  but  they  are 
either  brief  courses  below  collegiate  grade,  or  they  are 
abstract  courses  intended  for  corporation  and  trust  leaders. 
The  course  we  present  is  a  thoroughly  practical  one.  It  is 
the  result  of  careful  study  by  Mississippi  business  men  of 
the  needs  of  Mississippi  business  men.  It  has  been  truly 
said: 

“The  time  has  come  when  it  is  worth  while  for  the 
young  man  who  desires  to  achieve  success  in  a  business 
career  to  begin  by  learning  what  the  experience  of  others 
has  to  teach.  The  saving  of  waste  is  an  important  element 
in  modern  industry.  It  is  in  keeping  with  this  idea  that 
the  wasteful  method  which  requires  business  men  to  learn 
everything  anew  for  themselves  through  their  own  experi¬ 
ence  should  give  place  to  a  system  which  provides  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  each  generation  to  know  the  results  of  the  efforts 
of  the  preceding  generation.  It  is  thereby  enabled  to  start 
somewhere  in  advance  of  where  its  predecessor  did,  and  so 
to  attain  larger  results. 


“There  are,  of  course,  many  phases  of  business  which 
every  man  must  learn  for  himself,  but  business  experience 
has  developed  principles  and  methods  of  procedure  which 
can  be  taught.  Moreover,  these  principles  and  methods 
have  become  so  far  standardized  as  to  constitute  a  useful 
foundation  upon  which  to  build  the  experience  of  the 
individual.” 

This  foundation  in  Bookkeeping,  Accounting,  Cotton 
Grading,  and  Business  Methods  is  provided  by  this  Course, 
and  in  addition  the  student  is  given  a  broad  training  in 
Mathematics,  English,  Modern  Languages,  History, 
Economics,  Psychology,  and  Ethics.  These  will  enable 
him  to  become  a  well-rounded  citizen  and  leader  in  his 
community.  The  Course  in  Markets  and  Rural  Economics 
is  used  to  the  full. 

The  four  year  course  is  collegiate  in  its  nature,  and 
will  require  close  application  on  the  part  of  the  student. 
It  leads  to  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 

The  work  is  entirely  practical.  Its  aim  is  to  educate 
men  in  the  methods  of  present-day  business,  thereby 
adding  to  their  efficiency.  Efficiency,  however,  is  a  great 
deal  more  than  mere  skill  in  performing  routine  tasks, 
important  as  that  is.  It  implies  breadth  of  view,  keenness 
of  observation,  grasp  of  underlying  principles,  thinking 
power.  The  courses  of  instruction,  therefore,  are  designed 
both  to  give  information  and  to  cultivate  the  mental  quali¬ 
ties  that  are  essential  to  leadership.  There  is  but  one 
way  to  handle  men, — know  more  than  they  do. 

Students  who  can  spend  only  one  year  in  College  will 
find  that  the  Freshman  Course  in  Business  Administration, 
with  its  instruction  in  Bookkeeping,  Cotton  Grading,  and 
Typewriting,  will  be  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which  to 
build.  Those  who  can,  however,  are  urged  to  complete  the 
four-year  Course,  which  will  provide  them  with  a  well- 
rounded  business  equipment  which  can  be  got  nowhere  else. 

A  short  Course  in  Business  will  be  offered  in  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Term  of  the  College  as  soon  as  it  is  practicable. 

Public  Affairs. — Many  students  are  looking  forward 
to  a  life  of  public  service  of  some  kind,  as  secretaries  of 
civic  associations,  city  and  county  officials,  ministers, 
editors,  etc.  For  the  widest  success,  they  should  have  a 
broad  foundation  such  as  is  offered  in  this  Course.  The 
studies  required  are  of  two  kinds:  (1)  Those  designed  to 
familiarize  the  student  with  present  social,  political,  and 
economic  conditions  in  the  light  of  their  origin  and  devel¬ 
opment,  as  well  as  with  the  literature  of  his  own  and  other 
languages;  (2)  Those  designed  to  develop  the  student’s 
power  of  expressing  his  ideas  effectively  in  writing  and 
m  speaking.  The  course  of  study  has  been  arranged  in 
the  belief  that  the  greater  part  of  the  time  should  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  study  of  the  subjects  of  the  first  group,  such  as 
Agriculture,  History,  Political  Science,  Economics,  Sociol¬ 
ogy,  Psychology,  Language  and  Literature,  which  are  fun¬ 
damental.  Instruction  in  the  principles  of  effective  writ¬ 
ten  and  oral  expression  and  practice  in  writing  and  speaking 


are  given  by  the  Courses  in  the  Department  of  Public 
Discourse,  which  is  discussed  more  fully  below. 

The  Courses  of  Study  are  outlined  below;  the  Courses 
in  Business  Administration  and  in  Public  Affairs  being  the 
same  until  the  senior  year. 

Freshman  Class. — English,  Geometry,  History,  Agri¬ 
culture,  Botany,  Wood-work,  Bookkeeping,  Cotton  grading. 
Business  Methods,  Typewriting. 

Sophomore  Class. — English,  Algebra,  Trigonometry, 
Psychology,  Chemistry,  Physics,  Civics,  Business  problems, 
Business  Correspondence. 

Junior  Class. — Economics,  English,  Modern  Language 
(Spanish,  preferably).  Sociology,  Business  Addresses, 
Business  Methods,  Public  Discourses,  Markets. 

Senior  Class  in  Business  Administration. — Economic 
History  of  the  United  States,  Modem  Language,  Public 
Discourse,  Ethics,  Markets,  Accounting,  Cost  Accounting, 
Auditing,  Business  Organization  and  Credits,  Real  Estate 
and  Insurance,  Banking  Methods. 

Senior  Class  in  Public  Affairs. — Economic  History  of 
the  United  States,  Modern  Language,  Markets,  Ethics, 
Public  Discourse,  Municipal  Problems. 

For  detailed  information  regarding  the  course  in 
Business  Administration,  address  the  Registrar,  Agricul¬ 
tural  College,  Miss.,  or  the  professor  in  charge  of  the 
course. 


Horace  Mann,  the  great  educator,  saidt  “If  a  father 
wishes  to  give  his  son  a  legacy,  let  him  send  him  to  a 
school  where  he  can  obtain  a  practical  business  education.  ’  ’ 


PUBLIC  DISCOURSE 

FREDERIC  DAVIS  MELLEN,  A.  B.,  M.  S„ 
Professor 

To  know  is  half  of  success — to  do  is  the  other  half. 
Knowledge  without  expression  is  worthless. 

Knowledge  may  be  expressed  in  two  ways:  Physically 
and  intellectually.  The  ditch  digger  uses  his  knowledge 
physically;  he  serves  himself  in  a  small  degree  and  benefits 
other  persons  correspondingly. 

To  succeed  one  must  give  intellectual  expression  to 
one’s  knowledge.  If  a  man  should  know  every  fact  of 
botany,  of  chemistry,  of  mathematics,  of  literature,  of 
business,  of  every  other  subject,  he  would  be  an  absolute 
failure  as  a  member  of  society — unless  he  should  give  the 
facts  to  the  world  through  the  spoken  or  the  written  word 

To  make  knowledge  serviceable  to  the  student  and 
through  him  to  the  industrial  world  is  the  aim  of  the 
Department  of  Public  Discourse  of  the  Mississippi  Agri¬ 
cultural  and  Mechanical  College. 

Applied  composition,  oral  and  written,  and  vocational 
literature  are  therefore  the  distinctive  subjects  taught  in 
the  Department  of  Public  Discourse.  The  immediate 
object  is  to  train  students  in  the  interpretation  and  in  the 
expression  of  ideas  from  the  rostrum  and  through  the  press. 

With  the  help  of  business  and  other  scientific  courses, 
as  offered  by  the  several  schools,  the  courses  in  public 
discourse  will  make  the  student  a  leader  in  his  home  com¬ 
munity  and  in  the  state  at  large.  The  course  in  business 
correspondence  and  conversation,  based  on  courses  in 
sociology  and  psychology,  teaches  the  student  to  write 
and  talk  “to  win”.  Similarly,  the  other  courses  in  the 
department,  though  minimizing  in  no  degree  the  importance 
of  “cultural”  instruction,  lay  stress  on  the  practical  studies 
of  agriculture,  engineering,  business,  education,  and  the 
like,  and  train  the  student  to  disseminate  scientific  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  gain  business  ends.  By  means  of  the 
training  in  practical  expression,  the  student,  even  while 
an  undergraduate,  will  take  vocational  information 
straight  from  the  class  room  or  the  field  to  his  home  com¬ 
munity. 

The  students  in  the  Department  of  Public  Discourse 
have  excellent  opportunities  out  of  class  for  practice  work. 
They  may  contribute  items  to  The  Reflector,  The  Agri¬ 
cultural  Student,  and  other  college  publications  and 
occasionally  to  scientific  bulletins.  The  Department  of 
Public  Discourse  offers  them  opportunity  to  write  for 
industrial  papers.  Likewise,  those  who  are  developing 
their  power  of  speech,  who  wish  to  become  county  dem¬ 
onstrators,  high  school  principals,  and  business  heads,  may 
take  part  in  the  literary  societies  and  the  vocational  clubs; 
they  may  enter  local  and  intercollegiate  speaking  contests; 


and  when  arrangements  being  made  by  the  Department 
are  complete,  they  may  speak  to  high  school  audiences  on 
diversified  farming,  the  home  garden,  good  roads,  con¬ 
solidation,  and  business  topics. 

To  make  the  student  an  immediate  agent  of  public 
service  is  the  ideal* 

All  students  in  the  School  of  Industrial  Education  are 
required  to  complete  several  courses  in  public  discourse. 
A  course  entitled  Public  Discourse  for  Elementary  Schools 
is  studied  by  all  students  in  the  Divisions  of  School  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Manual  Arts.  And  every  student  in  the 
Divisions  of  Business  Administration  and  Public  Affairs 
must  complete  courses  designed  for  his  distinctive  needs. 

The  Department  of  Public  Discourse  is  the  official 
critic  of  all  student  speeches,  and  is  ready  to  read  all 
papers  written  by  students  for  publication.  By  direction 
of  the  College  faculty  every  student  who  speaks  before  a 
public  audience  hands  a  copy  of  his  manuscript  to  the 
professor  of  Public  Discourse  for  criticism;  and  each  speaker 
may  receive  instruction  in  delivery.  The  Department  has 
made  it  possible  for  every  college  student  who  takes  active 
part  in  a  student  publication,  literary  society,  or  vocational 
club  to  receive  credit  for  his  work. 

Hearing  the  call  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  for  in¬ 
struction  in  practical  expression,  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Discourse  has  provided  courses  in  vocational  writing 
and  public  speaking  for  the  teacher  of  the  grammar  or  the 
high  school.  The  courses  entitled  Business  Correspondence 
and  Conversation,  Public  Discourse  for  Elementary 
Schools,  and  Public  Service  are  of  especial  interest  to 
those  teachers  who  would  equip  themselves  to  teach  public 
writing  and  practical  speaking. 

The  Department  desires  to  assist  the  principal  of  the 
grammar  school  and  the  superintendent  of  the  agricultural 
or  the  city  high  school  in  designing  courses  for  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  vocational  knowledge  and  in  organizing 
debating  clubs,  inter-county  debates,  and  contests  in 
essay- writing  on  vocational  and  other  subjects.  The 
Department  will  help  the  teachers  of  the  state  to  make 
use  of  the  information  contained  in  the  A.  &  M.  library, 
which  is  especially  rich  in  agricultural,  educational,  and 
engineering  information,  and  will  assist  schools  in  organizing 
local  libraries. 

Any  information  or  help  the  Department  can  give 
will  be  promptly  and  cheerfully  supplied  upon  application 
to  the  professor  of  Public  Discourse. 


